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April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 
    Prince of Peace Lutheran Church & Preschool/Kindergarten (LCMS) 

 

                                                              701 N. Sanderson, Hemet, CA.  92545 
                                                                         (951) 925-6121 (Church) 

www.princeofpeacehemet.org 

(951) 925-9798 (Preschool/Kindergarten) 
www.princeofpeacepreschool.com 

 
                        Lead Pastor:                                                             Pastor Gene Smith  
                                 VICAR-DEACON                                                               BERT WHEELER                 

Preschool Director:                                                Lilah Wheeler 
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WELCOME:   We are glad you responded to Jesus’ invitation to gather with His family for worship.  
May our time together lift you with His love, may His peace and strength sustain you in the days 
ahead. 
 
 

SUPPORTIVE STAFF:     
Secretary, Jennifer Davis; Pianist, Rev. Trent Thompson  
Pastor:                       Rev. Eugene Smith 909-633-2374  
Redeemer Lutheran:   Rev. Luis Barreto Lugo:  Hispanic Ministry of Redeemer 
                                            
BOARD OF ELDERS: Keith Behnke 951-440-0041 , (chairman), Al Knowlton 951-652-4214,  
Bill Morenz 951-426-6554, Kelly Williams 951-426-8949 & Eric Vik 760-310-9566,  

 

 
For Prayer Requests, call:  please contact hagswife@aol.com or call  

Marjorie Gottula (951) 305-7703   Thank you.                                
 

 

Preservice Music 
                                                                                                          

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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AS WE GATHER 
 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?” (Luke 24:38). 
These are questions our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ asked of His disciples 
in another resurrection appearance after that first Easter morning. They are 
questions that could also be asked of us numerous times in our daily lives as we 
face trouble and doubts. Yet as Jesus kept on appearing, He kept on showing 
them Himself, and more than that, He continued to teach and remind them that 
all that was written was fulfilled in and through Him.  

 
 
INVOCATION    

P:          In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:        Amen. 

P:         O Lord, open my lips. 
C:        And my mouth will declare Your praise.   
 
 
                  
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your  
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           infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,  
           have  mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins;  
           and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
           will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we  
           may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To 
those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 
God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 
baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY 
 

P:       The Lord be with you, 
C:      And also with you.    
 
P:       Let us pray. O almighty and eternal God, You have assured us of the  
          completion of our forgiveness and new life in You through the resurrection  
         of our Lord Jesus. You call us Your children through the waters of Baptism  
         and give us eyes to see Your love for us in Your only-begotten Son. Give us 
         the will to show forth in our lives the faith we profess with our lips; through  
         Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
         Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:      Amen.    
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     PSALM 14: 1,2 & 7 
1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, they do 
abominable deeds;  there is none who does good. 
 
2  The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are 
any who understand,[a]

 who seek after God. 
 
 
7  Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD restores  
the fortunes of his people, let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING 
Acts 3: 11-21 

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran 
together to them in the portico called Solomon's.  

12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety 
we have made him walk?  

13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, glorified his servant[a] Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.  

14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you,  

15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses.  

16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see 
and know, and the faith that is through Jesus[b] has given the man this perfect 
health in the presence of you all. 

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  

18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 
would suffer, he thus fulfilled.  

19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out,  
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20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,  

21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 

 
                     L:      This is the word of the Lord. 
                                              C:      Thanks be to God!   
 
EPISTLE  

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him.  

2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears[a] we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is.  

3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness.  

5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no 
sin.  

6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him.  
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7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. 

 
                            L:      This is the word of the Lord. 
                                               C:      Thanks be to God!    
 
 
 
  GOSPEL  

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and 
said to them, “Peace to you!” 

 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit.  

38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts?  

39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  

40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  

41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?”  

42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,[a]  

43 and he took it and ate before them. 
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44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  

46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead,  

47 and that repentance for[b] the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

48 You are witnesses of these things.  

49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 
 
 
                                             P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
                                                   C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
SERMON                     “A Witness for the Defense”      Pastor Gene 

                                                 Text:  Luke 24: 36-49 
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               PRAYERS  OF THE  CHURCH 
 
L:          Lord God, You have promised to hear the prayers of Your people, and so  
             we come to You this day offering You petitions and supplications for all  
             manner and needs of people. You have invited us to seek Your face and  
             to call upon You while You are near.  Lord, grant to us such confidence 
             in Your grace and favor that we seek Your wisdom, walk in Your ways, 
             and delight in Your gift of salvation with thanksgiving in our hearts.  
             Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:          hear our prayer. 
 
L:           Dear Lord, we pray and ask that you keep our Sewing group, Braille and  
             Tabitha in your hands.  Help them to keep doing your work here at Prince  
             of Peace, and keeping them in our hearts and prayers as each group does  
             their ministries. 
C:         hear our prayer. 
 
L:           For those that we have listed on our prayer page and those who we hold dear to  
              our Heart * experience healing according to God’s will, Lord, in your mercy, 
C:         hear our prayer. 
 
L:          God, thank You for the men and women who serve our country in  
             leadership roles, * for all first responders, our armed forces , all medical 
             personnel and all fire Fighters, Lord in your mercy,  
C:          hear our prayer. 
 
L:         These, and all of our prayers that remain unspoken or are too deep for  
            words, we commend to You, Holy God, in trust that You hear us, You  
            love us, and You desire our weI’ll-being; through Jesus Christ, our  
            Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen.  
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P:          Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray…. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.   

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you; 
     The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you; 
     The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace; 
C:  Amen.    
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PRAYER PAGE 

Members:                                                                      

Mary Smith                            Sharon Lund                           Joyce Obright           
Alice Gregerson                   Ruth Guetzlaff                        Don Trumble 
Richard Quasius                  Bert & Lilah Wheeler 

Ray & Mary Jo Wans       June Fabian  
Helen Hecht                        Doris Woodworth 
 
Requested: Non member 

 
    THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tabitha will be held on Tuesday, April 21st in the Fellowship Hall 
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Phone Numbers for All Zoom Service  

                  669-900-6833 Id# 719-554-6931 Password 766-828 
                Thursday                      Everything you wanted to know about the Bible, Bible 101 
          
 

OUR SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  

9:30 am Kids Club in the fellowship Hall with Shelby Davis 
9: 45 am Bible Study, Contemporary Service worship to follow at 10:00 am in the Santuary 

 
(masks are required to enter the Sanctuary) 

 
ZOOM SERVICE 

11:15 a.m.  Bible Study will begin and at 11:30 Worship will start  
   

 


