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November 15, 2020 

TWENTY – FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
    Prince of Peace Lutheran Church & Preschool/Kindergarten (LCMS) 

 

                                                              701 N. Sanderson, Hemet, CA.  92545 
                                                                         (951) 925-6121 (Church) 

www.princeofpeacehemet.org 
(951) 925-9798 (Preschool/Kindergarten) 

www.princeofpeacepreschool.com 
 

                        Lead Pastor:                                                  Pastor Gene Smith                  
Assistant Pastor:                                          Rev. Bill Duerr                                                                          
Preschool Director:                                     Lilah Wheeler 

                                 VICAR-DEACON                                                   BERT WHEELER 
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WELCOME:   We are glad you responded to Jesus’ invitation to gather with His family for worship.  
May our time together lift you with His love, may His peace and strength sustain you in the days 
ahead. 
 
 

SUPPORTIVE STAFF:     
Secretary, Jennifer Davis; Pianist, Carol Cole  
Pastors:                       Rev. Eugene Smith 909-633-2374, Rev. Bill Duerr 760-219-5830  
Redeemer Lutheran:   Rev. Luis Barreto Lugo:  Hispanic Ministry of Redeemer 
                                            
BOARD OF ELDERS: Bert Wheeler 951-200-1744, (chairman), Al Knowlton 951-652-4214,  
Bill Morenz 951-426-6554, Eric Vik 760-310-9566, Eric Wingfield 951-330-6602 

 

 

 

              Helping in Service today 
Preaching:             Pastor Gene 

 

 

 

 
For Prayer Requests, call:  please contact hagswife@aol.com or call  

Marjorie Gottula (951) 305-7703   Thank you.                                
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Preservice Music 
                                                                                                          

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
                                                       
AS WE GATHER 
 

We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One was evil 
and faithless. Two enter the joy of their master. One does not. Our Lord has 
entrusted us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into the world to 
make disciples and multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is not our own work 
that leads us into the joy of our Master; rather, it is our Master’s work on our 
behalf which we share with others. Jesus’ saving work of death and resurrection 
brings us into the joy of our Master. 

 

INVOCATION    

 
P:          In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:        Amen. 

P:         O Lord, open my lips. 
C:        And my mouth will declare Your praise.   
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us,  
           have  mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins;  
           and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
           will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we  
           may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To 
those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 
God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 
baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY 
 

P: The Lord be with you, 
C:      And also with you.      
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P:        Lord Jesus Christ, through You all things were made. You have entrusted  
           us with the care of all creation. Embolden us to be good and faithful  
           stewards of all that You have made until You return to dwell with us again.   
           Through the same Jesus  Christ, our Lord,  who lives and regins with You  
            and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  and forever. 
C:        Amen 
 
                       
 
                                                           
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING 
Zephaniah 1: 7-16 
 
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; 
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
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8 And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king's 
sons  and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
 
9 On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, 
and those who fill their master's house with violence and fraud. 
 
10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 
a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
 
11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  For all the traders are no more; 
all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, those who say in their hearts,‘ The LORD will not do good, 
nor will he do ill.’ 
 
13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 
 
14 The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 
 
 
15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation,  a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 
16

  A day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 
    and against the lofty battlements. 
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                                     L:      This is the word of the Lord. 
                                               C:      Thanks be to God!       
 
 
 
EPISTLE  
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 
  
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers,[a] you have no need to have 
anything written to you.  
 
2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night.  
 
3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 
come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not 
escape.  
 
4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.  
 
5 For you are all children[b] of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness.  
 
6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.  
 
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.  
 
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  
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9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
 
10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.  
 
11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  
                                 
                                  L:      This is the word of the Lord. 
                                               C:      Thanks be to God!    
                                                 
   
 
GOSPEL  
Matthew 25: 14-30 
 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[a] and entrusted to 
them his property.  
 
15 To one he gave five talents,[b] to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away.  
 
16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made 
five talents more.  
 
17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.  
 
18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 
master's money.  
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19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them.  
 
20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 
 
 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.[c] You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to 
me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’  
 
23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 
seed,  
 
25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is 
yours.’  
 
26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap 
where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed?  
 
27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 
should have received what was my own with interest.  
 
28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.  
 
29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from 
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  
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30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
 
                                             P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
                                                   C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 

 
SERMON    “Do You Believe that You are Loved?” Pastor Gene 

                                                    Text:  Matthew 25: 14-30 
 
                    
                 PRAYERS  OF THE  CHURCH 
 
P:          Lord God, You have promised to hear the prayers of Your people, and so  
             we come to You this day offering You petitions and supplications for all  
             manner and needs of people. You have invited us to seek Your face and  
             to call upon You while You are near.  Lord, grant to us such confidence in  
             Your grace and favor that we seek Your wisdom, walk in Your ways, and  
             delight in Your gift of salvation with thanksgiving in our hearts. Lord, in  
             Your mercy, 
C:          Hear our prayer. 
 
 
P:         Dear Lord, we pray and ask that you keep the Board of Early Childhood  
            and the Board of Education in your hands.  Help them to keep doing  
            your work here at Prince of Peace, and keeping them in our hearts and  
            prayers as each group does their ministries. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:         Hear our prayer. 
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P:           For those that we have listed on our prayer page and those who we hold dear 
              to our Heart * experience healing according to God’s will.  Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:         Hear our prayer. 
 
 
P:          God, thank You for the men and women who serve our country in  
             leadership roles, * for all first responders, our armed forces, all medical  
             personnel and all fire Fighters, Lord in your mercy, 
C:          Hear our prayer. 
 
 
P:         These, and all of our prayers that remain unspoken or are too deep for  
            words, we commend to You, Holy God, in trust that You hear us, You  
            love us, and You desire our weI’ll-being; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
            and Lord.  
C: Amen.       
 
 
                                            
P:          Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray…. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.   
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BENEDICTION 
 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you; 
     The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you; 
     The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace; 
C:  Amen.     
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PRAYER PAGE 

 
Members:                                                                      

Mary Smith                            Sharon Lund                                                          
Alice Gregerson                   Raine Rutledge               
Rita Corlew                           Richard Quasius 

Ray & Mary Jo Wans       June Fabian 
Helen Hecht                        Doris Woodworth 
 
 
Requested: Non member 
Rhylynn Gragg                      Mary Walsh 
 
 
 
Please Keep Sandra Callin in your prayers on the passing of her 
mother. 

Prince of Peace’s Mission Statement 
As the redeemed people of God through Jesus Christ, we are committed to:    

 
1) Celebrate God’s Promises; 2) Learn God’s Word; 3) Grow in Christ-likeness; 4) Share 

God’s Truth; and 5) Live God’s Love. 
 



14 
 

 
 

 
    THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
 

There will be ONE SERVICE for the Voter’s meeting. It will be 
held on November 22nd.  The time of servie will be at 9:00 

A.M. Right after the service we will meet for the voters  
      meeting. There will not be a pot-luck for this meeting 

 
 
 

Keep helping the Board of Outreach with collecting their food items.  
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LWML         (LUTHERAN WOMENS MISSION LEAGUE)                                                                                                                            
A Little History About Us:                                                                                                                                                                                    
In 1946 Women of the Southern California District met on January 20th at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church   in Orange, CA to organize the districts. LWML was started to promote growth in 
Christian knowledge   and foster Christian fellowship and sociality among the ladies of the 
Church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The League had been started in 1942, in Chicago, IL, as an auxiliary of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. The first convention was held in June, 1946, in Long Beach, CA and the Southern 
California District became the 26th district of the International LWML.  400 Attended.                                                                           
The Pacific Southwest District now includes Southern CA, Las Vegas, NV, and most of Arizona.                                 
1950 –The first Newsletter, the district newsletter was published for distribution.                                                
1954 - The 3 departments were organized:  Missionary Education, Missionary Inspiration &                                                 
Missionary Service with an elect vice president of each department.                                                                               
1955 – Phoenix held their first zone rally, with over 100 Attendees from 8 desert congregations.                                                     
1959 – Lutheran World Day of Prayer was held throughout the district on zone & local levels.                                        
1966 – The LWML Handbook was developed by the International Board of Directors, and 
distributed to each Society.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
1968- Southern Nevada was welcomed in the Southern CA District.                                                                                           
1970 – First Religious Art Display at the convention, featured creations of LWML women.                                                                 
1971 – 25th Anniversary celebration of District LWML. 600 Attended the program at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Whittier, CA.                                         
1982 – Celebration of 40th Anniversary of International LWML held at the district in Palm 
Springs, CA.  A Thank offering of $14,317.48 was collected and forwarded to International to be 
distributed.                                                                                                                                                                                            
1986 – 40th Anniversary of Southern CA District LWML.                                                                                                                                          
1989 – Southern CA District becomes Pacific Southwest District.                                                                                         
1996 – 50th Anniversary of Pacific Southwest District LWML was celebrated at the district in 
Irvine, CA.  

2016 – 70th Anniversary of Pacific Southwest District LWML was celebrated at the district 
convention at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Orange, CA, the site of the first meeting of LWML in 
1946. 
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2020-2022 MISSION GRANTS                                                                                                                                                                     
LWML wants to thank everyone for their generous donation of mites every month. They are 
greatly  appreciated.   It is amazing how much can be done with a few coins.  Your mites change 
lives.  We were able to award $150,000 in District grants last year to many organizations 
needing help.   We are looking forward to our 2020-2022 Mission Grants Program.                                                                                                 
LWML MEETINGS AT PRINCE OF PEACE ARE 4 TIMES A YEAR @ 12 PM            SAVE THE DATE                                                            
SUNDAY -DECEMBER 6, 2020 (ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT)    -    SATURDAY- MARCH 13, 2021                                         
SATURDAY – MAY 8, 2021 (MOTHER’S DAY SERVICE)    -       TUESDAY - SEPTEMBER 14, 2021                                                                                                           
We would like to invite all the women in our congregation to participate with                                      
us in fellowship.    God’s Blessings                                                                                       
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                   Holy Communion at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Today we partake of The Lord’s Supper—wherein Christ strengthens our faith, forgives 
our sins, and enlivens a Christ-like life in each believer.  We, as Lutherans, take this 
sacrament seriously because 1 Corinthians 11:27 warns against casual or uninformed 
reception of Jesus’ very body and blood, in, with and through the bread and wine.  If you 
have been instructed on the Lord’s Supper, please come forward and partake; if you have 
not, please see a Pastor or Elder after the service to take the next “Christianity 101” class 
which is frequently offered.  Children not confirmed are invited forward for a special 
pastoral blessing.    
 
 We invite to the Lord’s Supper those who confess and believe:  
              +             I believe in the authority of God’s Word. 
              + I have been baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 
 + I believe that because of my sin I am not adequate to make myself 

acceptable to God. 
+ I believe that God forgives and accepts me by His grace through Jesus 

Christ who died for my sins. 
+ I believe that in this Sacrament the risen Christ comes to me in, with and 

under the bread and wine, assuring me of His forgiveness. 
+ I receive this Sacrament today to renew my Baptismal relationship with 

Jesus Christ, to be strengthened for greater Christ-like living, and to 
rededicate my life in Christian faith, hope, and love. 

If this is your confession and belief, welcome to the Lord’s Table! Please sign a 
Communion Registration Card and give it to an usher.  If you have any questions, please 
speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  May this Sacrament be a blessing to you—as God 
strengthens your faith and equips you to be a blessing to others! 
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Please come and join us for Service on 
Thanksgiving Morning at 10:00 A.M. 

We will be having our service in the main sanctuary. 
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Phone Numbers for All Zoom Service  

 
                  669-900-6833 Id# 719-554-6931 Password 766-828 
Tuesday                                   Prayer & Reflection  
Thursday                                Everything you wanted to know about the Bible, Bible 101 
Friday                                    9:00 A.M.  Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall, Topic “Angels” 
          
 

OUR SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  

9: 45 am Bible Study, Contemporary Service worship to follow at 10:00 am in the Family Life 
Center 

(masks are required to enter the Sanctuary) 
 

ZOOM SERVICE 
11:15 a.m.  Bible Study will begin and at 11:30 Worship will start  

 


