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Silent Prayer upon Entering Church 
 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have willed that your only 
begotten Son should bear for us the pains of the Cross, that you 
might remove from us the power of the adversary.  Help us so to 
remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may 
obtain remission of sin and redemption from everlasting death; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The Tenebrae Service is a traditional service of the Christian Church used during 
Holy Week to impress upon the minds and hearts of believers the awful 
consequence of sin and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice.  The word 
“tenebrae” means darkness and indicates the darkness which covered the earth 
at the time of Christ’s crucifixion.  The gradual extinguishing of the candles is to 
symbolize the resentment and hatred of the world against the Savior.   The noise 
of the closing of the Bible (the strepitus) at the close of the service is to 
acknowledge that the meaning of the cross is fulfilled.  Upon completion of the 
Service, the congregation will silently leave and go to their homes.  There is no 
Benediction.  Now we confidently await the resurrection and wait to hear the 
words, “Why do you seek the living among the dead.  He is not here.  He is Risen!”  
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Sermon 
 

    
 

The Preparation 
 
 As we stand before the Cross of Our Lord this night, let us confess our 

sins with which we nailed Him to the tree and seek His mercy. 
 
 

The Confession of Sins 
   

P: We acknowledge and confess before You that we are poor sinners, born in 
corruption, inclined to evil, unable by ourselves to do good, which you 
require, and that every day and in many ways we transgress Your holy 
commandments,  

C:        Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 
P         We deserve Your just judgment, condemnation, and death.  But, O Lord, we 

are grieved because we have offended You; we condemn ourselves and our 
sins in solemn repentance; we turn to Your grace and implore you to help us 
in our distress.  

C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 
 P:       Have pity upon us gracious God; have pity upon us for Jesus' sake and 

pardon our sins.  
C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
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The Absolution 
 
P: "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  In His Name and 
by His command, I therefore announce unto you the forgiveness of all your 
sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
   

The Prayer of the Church 
 

P: O Savior of the world, by your cross and precious blood you redeemed the 
            world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
 
P: We adore you, Lord Jesus, in your cross and Passion, through which you have  
            brought life and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to your mercy and bless us and lift up the light  
            of your countenance upon us and give us your peace. 
 

Message 

  
 

On the Road to Calvary 
 

P: The soldiers now had charge of Jesus.  Carrying his own cross, he went out of 
the city to a place  called Skull Hill, in Hebrew, Golgotha.  As they led him away, 
they laid hold of Simon of Cyrene, the  father of Alexander and Rufus, who was 
coming in from the country.  On him they laid the cross  that he might bear it 
after Jesus.  Following him was a great company of people and of women  who 
bewailed and lamented him.  Jesus turned to them and said, 

"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves 
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and for your children.  The days are surely coming when they will say, 
’Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never gave suck.'  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 
‘Fall on us,' and to the hills, ‘Cover us.'  For if they do these things with a 
green tree, what will happen with a dry one?" 

 There were also two others, criminals whom they led along to be put to 
death with him.  When they came to the place called Golgotha, they gave him wine 
mingled with gall to drink, but when he tasted it, He would not drink it.  
 
 
 

The First Word 
 

P: It was the third hour, and there they crucified him.  Jesus said, “Father,  
           forgive them, for they know not what they do.” The two criminals they  
           crucified with him – one on his right, the other on his left, with Jesus in the  
           middle. The Scripture was then fulfilled which says, “And he was numbered  
           with transgressors.” 
  

The Second Word 
 

P: The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him wine, and  
            saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself." The thieves also  
            who were crucified with him cast the same in his teeth.  And one of the  
            criminals who hung there with him mocked him and said:   “Are you not  
            the Christ?  Save yourself and us.” 
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 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God since you are 

under the same condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are getting 
what we deserve for what we have done; but this man has done nothing 
wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom." 

 
 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will with me in Paradise.” 
 

The Third Word 
P: Near to the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother,   

               “Woman, behold your son!"  Then he said to the disciple, "Behold your 
mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.  

 
 

The Fourth Word 
P: About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lama  
           sabachthani?" which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  
 When some of them that were standing there heard it, they said, "He is calling  
            for Elijah."   
 
 

The Fifth Word 
P:  After this, Jesus knew that all things were accomplished.  Fulfilling the  
            Scripture he said, "I thirst."There was a jar of wine standing by the cross.   
           One of the soldiers ran immediately to get a sponge.  The soldier filled it with  
            wine, put it on a reed, held it up to Jesus’ mouth, and gave it to him to drink.       
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                       “Hymn Reflection” 
 
 

Ye who think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great Here may view its nature 
rightly, Here its guilt 

May estimate.  Mark the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful load; Tis the 
Word, 

Lord’s anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 
 

Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost; Christ, the rock of our 
salvation,  

Is the name of which we boast; Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,  
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! None shall ever be confounded, Who on Him their hope 

have built. 
 
 
 

The Sixth Word 
P: Then he said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit."  Having said  
             this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  And Jesus said, “It is finished.” 
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The Seventh Word 
 

P: "Christ, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God; but made Himself of no reputation and took upon Him the form of a 
servant and was made in the likeness of man; and being found in fashion as 
a man He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death even the 
death of the cross."  (Philippians 2:6-8) 

 
 

 
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and 
the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection 
they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
When the centurion who stood facing Jesus saw how he died, he said, “Truly, this 
man is the Son of God.” 
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The Closing of the Book (Strepitus) 
 
 

We Will Close in Silence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  


